


(Ralph Ellison, 1914-94)
(/nvisible Man, 1952)!
(James Baldwin, 1924-87) (Giovanni’s
Room, 1956)?2

(Richard Wright, 1908-60)

(Native Son, 1940)

(Denis Welch)

(“ one of these possibilities is to achieve the American democratic

ideal of unity-in-diversity ”)(377)

(Josep M. Armengol)



(“ race and sexuality in Baldwin are not
simply interrelated but virtually interchangeable SO that
homosexuality becomes, literally and metaphorically, associated
with blackness at the same time that heterosexuality is, as we shall
see, indissolubly linked to whiteness ")(674)

E (Jirgen E. Grandt)

(“ whether Baldwin’s novel is a black text or
a white text becomes the very question the text refuses to

answer ")(286)

(“ what the novel loudly
proclaims, namely that all texts are miscegenated, no text is pure,

undiluted, culturally authentic 7)(286)

(* AlIl my life I had been looking for something ”)(15)
(“ I am nobody but

myself ”)(15)

(David)

(“ when |
touched him something happened in him and in me which made this

touch different from any touch either of us had ever known ”)(13)



(“ And | realized that my heart was

beating in an awful way and Joey was trembling against me ”)(13)

(“ Without
light I am not only invisible, but formless as well; and to be

unaware of one’s form is to live a death ”)(7)

(“ The

truth is the light and light is the truth ”)(7)

3



(17)

(“1 was praised by the most lily-white men of the

town ”)(16)

Then later he told me to open my brief case and read what was
inside and | did, finding an official envelope stamped with the
state seal; and inside the envelope | found another and another,
endlessly, and | thought I would fall of weariness. “ Them’s
years, ” he said. “ Now open that one. ” And I did and in it

I found an engraved document containing a short message in

letters of gold. “ Read it, ” my grand father said. “ out
loud! ”
“To whom It May Concern, ” | intoned. “ Keep This Nigger-

Boy Running. 7(33)



(“ the advantages of being

invisibility ”)(5)



(“ It was a triumph for our whole community ”)(17)

T
(“ I visualized myself as a potential

Booker T. Washington ”)(18)

(“1I"'minvisible, not blind ”)(576)
(“I

was invisible, and hanging would not bring me to visibility ”)(559)

(*“ it was better to live out one’s

own absurdity than to die for that of others ”)(559)

(Shanna Greene Benjamin)

(“ Invisible Man’s internal, psychological rebirth requires him

to reclaim the memories of self and history that will ground and



guide him in his quest for self-discovery ”)(141)

Being invisible and without substance,

a disembodied voice,

as it were, what else could | do? What else but try to tell you

what was really happening when your eyes were looking

through? And it is this which frightens me:

Who knows but that, on the lower frequencies, | speak for you?

(581)

hibernation ”)(581)

old skin and I’'Il leave it here in the hole.

(“ I've overstayed my

(“ I'm shaking off the

I’'m coming out, no less



invisible without it, but coming out nevertheless ”)(581)

(Hella)
(Giovanni)

(“ My reflection is tall, perhaps
rather like an arrow, my blond hair gleams. My face is like a face

you have seen many times ”)(9)

WASP

WASP



I scarcely remember her at all, yet she figured in my
nightmares, blind with worms, her hair as dry as metal and
brittle as a twig, straining to press me against her body; that
body so putrescent, so sickening soft, that it opened, as |

clawed and cried, into a breach so enormous as to swallow me

alive.[ . . .] (16)

(“ hell )

LGBT



(Ed Hermance)
(* Many gay
men have told me that they had had positive relations with adults

when they were teens ”7)(102)

(“ What passed between as masculine candor exhausted
and appalled me ”)(21) (Ellen)
(“1 hated Ellen ”)(20)

(“ it was
I who found Ellen waiting up for me, Ellen and I who wrangled

night in and night out ”)(21)



‘Yes, ' I said, wearily, *“ I can have a life with her. " I stood
up. I was shaking. ‘ What kind of life can we have in this
room?— this filthy little room. What kind of life can two men
have together, anyway? All this love you talk about—isn’t it
just that you want to be made to feel strong? You want to go
out and be the laborer and bring home the money and you want
me to stay here and wash the dishes and cook the food and
clean this miserable closet of a room and kiss you when you
come in through that door and lie with you at night and be

your little girl. [. . .] (134-5)



(Cyraina Johnson-Roullier)

(“Itis within the world outside that David sought release from
his dilemma, but here it is made that the only release possible is

to be found within himself ”)(950)

(“ I long to crackle that mirror and

be free ”)(159)

(“ The journey to the grave is already begun, the

journey to corruption is, always, already half over ”)(158)



(“1've overstayed my hibernation,
since there’s a possibility that even an invisible man has a socially

responsible role to play ”)(581)

(159)

(“ I must believe, | must
believe, that the heavy grace of God, which has brought me to this

place, is all that can carry me out of it ”)(159)



| (Aliyyah I. Abur-Rahman)

(“ Baldwin’s imaginative
endeavor in Giovanni’s Room is to interrogate subjective
development in the social context of fixed racial
positionalities ”)(480)

(Nick Bromell)

(“ the presumption of
having dignity is the basis on which citizenship is conferred and

confirmed ”)(288)






Ralph Ellison, Invisible
Man, Vintage Books, 1995
James Baldwin,

Giovanni’s Room, 1990

(7)

(“ I felt superior to them in my way, and I
didn’t like the manner in which we were all crowed together

into the servant’s elevator 7)(18)

(Boggs Nicholas) “ The little
Man at Chehaw Station: The American Artist and His

Audience ”

(“ a potential disruption of the norms of masculinity as

much as race and class ”)(261)



(* your

obedient and most loving servant ”)(120)
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