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Now and then I thought I heard Lynn’s lively voice. The
cricket sang, “ Chirp! Chirp! "but I heard “ Kira-kira! 7 The

“

crows called “© Caw! Caw! 7and I heard Kira-kira! 7 The
wind whistled “Whoosh! Whoosh! 7 and I heard “ Kira-kira! ”
My sister had taught me to look at the world that way, as a
place that glitters, as a place where the calls of the crickets

and the crows and the wind are everyday occurrences that

also happen to be magic. (243-4)
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Some nights I liked to put Sam on my little bed so he
could sleep with me instead of alone. I did not want the
oni —ogres who I knew guarded the gates of hell — to take
my brother in the night. I hugged him to me all night.
When he was one year old, I remembered something: At

some point since he had been born, I had lost Bera-Bera

and never even noticed. (58)
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] want water!

I went to the kitchen and came back with water,

dishrag, and a towel. I handed her the water without
comment. Sammy’s eyes were open wide, watching me.
cleaned up the rug.

Lynn cried out, “© There’s soap on this water glass! She
flung it to the floor.

[ stared at the cup for a moment. Then I whipped around

“You're ruining everything! 7 I said.
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ruining everything! Mom and Dad worked so

hard

house. You’'re ruining it! ” (182-3)
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When they finished laughing, I realized they weren’t
laughing at me— they thought they were laughing with me.
They had thought I was just joking about Joe-John
Abondondalarama. Lynn hugged me and exclaimed, “ I love
you, Katie! ”

Amber said, “ You're great! You're the funiest person I
ever met! 7

What could I say? I basked in their praise. I felt pretty
phony pretending I'd just been kidding, though. I wished

I had my own friend. (83)
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Then when my father stood up, I did too. [ saw my father
was not intimidated by Mr. Lyndon. And that was how I
learned that even when you're very, very wrong, if you
apologize, you can still hold yourself with dignity. “ Good-
bye, Mr. Lyndon, ” my father said. We walked out.

. Before he started the car, my father said, “ 1 don’t ever

want you to be afraid to apologize. ” (235)
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I don’t think anyone understood as well as I did how badly
Lynn had longed to walk along the water the way my family
I did that New Year’s Day. [ hid my tears from my parents.
But the water started to make me feel happy again. Here
at the sea— especially at the sea— I could hear my sister’s

voice in the waves: “Kira-kira! Kira-kira!” (244)
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