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I do not finally believe in Baldwin’s sense of “ the lack
of sexual authority” in our world; but I believe he believes

in it and feel the consequences of such a belief as he renders

them in this book.?
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. and to ask whether or not homosexuality is natural
is really like asking whether or not it was natural Socrates
to swallow hemlock, whether or not it was natural for St.
Paul to suffer for the Gospel, whether or not it was natural
for the Germans to send upward of six million people to an

extremely twentieth-century death.?
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. 1s it possible not to embrace him? For he is in us

and of us. We may not be free until we understand him.”>
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I watch my reflection in the darkening gleam of the window
pane. My reflectionistall. Perhaps rather likeanarrow.

My blond hair gleams. ’
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But I watch the merciful distance of father and son, which

would have permitted me to love him. (22)
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. she figured in my nightmares, blind with worms, her
hair as dray as metal and brittle as a wig, straining to
press me against her body; that body so putrescent, so
sickening soft, that it opened , as I clawed and cried, into

a breach so enormous as to swallow me alive. (16)
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I felt that T had no right to be the son of such a mother.

(81)
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I began to realize it in Spain—that I wasn’t free, that

I couldn’t be free until I was attached—no, committed—

to someone. (120)
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What I wanted to suggest was that she was taking me out of
desperation, less because she wanted me than I was there.

(117)
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ZllX TAEZZREITHT LT 5% (“ love to keep us warm ~ ) (128)
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There was a sailor, dressed all in white, coming across the
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boulevard, walking with that funny roll sailors have and
with that aura, hopeful and hard, of having to make a great

deal happen in a hurry. (88)
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They smelled of soap, which seemed indeed to be their
preservative against the dangers and exigencies of any more
intimate odor; the boy he had been shone somehow, unsoiled,

untouched, unchanged, through the eye of the man of sixty,
booking passage, with his smiling wife,

to Rome. (86)
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‘ I’ve been living in Giovanni’s room for months, ’ I said,
‘ Ijust can’t stand it anymore. I have to get out of there.

Please. = (128)

(FMEY a N =DF B THNA BAEFEL TWDHAKE, oMtz b,
Z RTINS, BREWE] LRITE -T2,

FERIZL TEASIES AN 2D Z L ErT A By FIZx LT, ~T 1352

13



WV, TAE Y ROXIZT AV IANDZ T =% L TNRNDT, ~T
LRI 2 BRSBTS D MEN VO TH D, TLTHLIE, Ya =0
HEAMDZELENTZHDLZERRLIZRL2OB LS LB, 7M1
v ROMBFBWDRVERF T, RELZTLDTHD, 74 By RO LA
DAL HEITEBTE R VWD TH D,

Uk Xiiz, ~7, K, 7AV DX ATV RAHICEE D A% OHE
A, ZLTT AV A ORBIZED D H Db OB EIZ L 5T, ZOER
HTOTAEY RBRBEX LT AV BN, HD0ET AU DTMB I L - TH
BOTFHZEPHEKDEEZD, TLTIZOETHLMNILEELYIC, T4 E
Yy RIZ7 AV A ANOBBICLAASE, HEEWZLTOTH L, B CHim%
PBERTNIE 70T A By RiZiE, EAREMPRGNDLDIEAS DD,

BANCEML DIET Ay RRELL2REBRTH D, HiTva =R
BRANBLBDOTEY, Yanr=~L—FIIWDH, BICREKIZL->TEL
ATWD, BRZDIT T a Ny =DMENLIIZNL S ET57 /M8y FIZ
LT, Ya = 3ko L ) ICEET D,

You want to despise Giovanni because he is not afraid of
the stink of love. You want to kill him in the name of all
your lying little moralities. And you — you are immoral.
You are, by far, the most immoral man I have met in all my

life. (134)
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And at moments like this I felt that we were merely enduring
and committing the longer and lesser and more perpetual

murder. (113)
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Is it a woman, David? Bring her on home. I don’t care who

she is. Bring her on home and I’11l help you get set up.

(88)

WWRIEWZ2y, TAE Y R, FIZONTIVW, TORNRHETHA) &b
LITED R, S <#ENLTIV, HrA o TWTIA LY, F2E
LTRD,

TAE Y FIFARERZ V¥ VICRHTHRER, £LT~T7, KBOLEDRE
F7efES E WO ME, ZO_EOMEIZELATNDEIDOTHD, ZOETHDL
PZLTZE 9T, TAE Y RIZE o TT AU I NITHMIB ST X - TRE ST &
N5, TAEY RRT AU BNTHDT-HIZE, MBETRTER L7280, L
ML, ZOTHUEBEL LI LW ERICESZHALAD R ITNIER B2, B

16



5 DETMERETHE AN, FBERPAEL D, 74 By FIIFRERK L H2AME &
WO RBIESMAN D D ZEOT Ly vy —IZH LARN S, B O KA e
TNWLHDTH D,

3. ZBREDA A=Y

ZOEROZA MVIE TVanry=0R] THhYH, RXOFTIFHE, b
DWIEZIVUCEH LIS SN EMOA A=V PNEBRFHEZAZRL TS, =
OIERDBIEEDL DL, EARRBEO—FECTEIZAN-TIL>TND, )
BwENHLTHY, HREVWIAISINTZEMNPLTHDH, AREE 1 HTIEAR—
IWRT 4 DRODHBER T L BTN EH G L, £ L TEHE2E TR
EBRIZEAAVRBEILNL TR ZAGIC L, ZOETIE, (ERFOZERO
AA=TUREINSTEFEEZRLTNDE, ZHALMNICLT, £LTZOHIZN
HTAE Y ROBHIREN WD L D0, ZHLMNMILEZVWERS, 5
R, HERMEIXIEAANERICERMR, 2EV AT O LR E
BCC AOHRTHLT AV DEEBLICFIZAEL TS, HELEWIFHAZ
ENTHMROFIZEINTZEALNL, EOVIREROIEA S, RUFD, =
HEOME, FEMEASHOIEIELD LN TNDEDEA S D,

FT. ZOERDOEA M THLY a Ny =DEBEOREZFHA LI EE
9. BRIIFEICEHLTEY, FEFVY L Z7ADLH>THY, RICHICER
LT D LI REARE 525, £ LTHED EICITBEE D5 - T BERSIE N 7=
Y, KTHEE, x0T 7y, TULEVHOBBN RO LRV L,
HERE WO o TV D, FRIITOFLEHIL T o LBENFTICMEL, T L
TEFDOV TR, BRTKDHALY Y v 7 (Jacque) ZFRWVTHED WV
WEWIEIREMETH D, Va NS dZBNT T AEAWVKIRAEFE S TED

17



BFTEY, A—T 20Ty, ZOOB AT AFIABMOBED X H> TH Y,
B L TWAHKERDED LD THD, LML TS,

ZOHBTHERRA A—VIIABLMETH L, Va N =RZOHET
ED VDT EFZATR > TV DNE, RO KD RHHANGHLNIT 5 Z &0
ks, FELEBLOFEREBEONTHZ X720, RIBNOQENRICH S0
HE, VanNr=IkRO LD RITEIR RS,

At such moments, Giovanni, working in the room, or lying
in the bed, would stiffen like a hunting dog and remain
perfectlysilentuntil whatever seemedtothreatenoursafety

had moved away. (82)
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‘ No one, ° I said, ° who has never seen it can possibly

imagine it. It’s very high and new and electric—

<

exciting. = I paused. It’s hard to describe. It’'s very
—twentieth century. ~ (36)
(m2—a =7 ZREZERRVANTITRBR L O RNE, BBEENT

LW, HLLL TELEINTWT) . FMT7ed b o772, TZ2LT, 22 &,
ERICHSNTWD, A LIS Wedh, OF 0 2 02 A X
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BOREBIEL0E, AEETHY, IEREMETH L, BMETIIEDLHADE L
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REMEEVWIBHEEZE 2TV, T4y RNZOEETEIELZOX, FE)»
LEWMTITTHEN, Ay NIEDT—AEE2ZZTBI LI LI EW
ERWVWEDLIENRTE 2, 7= L0 EICEPNTZ AL AU X, FERENN
7D, HDHNET 0 OFFNIENNT-D), TNE R0 Tk, RYED
IR SRR~ TN D,
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sea-change” ) (82) ZRBR L7 LB RTW5, HITENEZITEHE T, BS
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WX LTl & D & LI TERNWE I IZR DD TH S,
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R—=AHDLWDLIEFE, DAL PAVIRL > TS, FIEEELHIIE X
SNRNE D IRHBEDETEMY . FREDIEDOFICA-TLSDE, NTFD
BEOOWEE VI LS ERES, T2, £5 T MHLEDOE] ( “ apeacock
garden 7 ) (30) DXL S THY, BEHALITNITRENTZZER 2> TWDHD
Th o,
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¥RV ALY VATEOUNISEBLIE N, T v I BEOREITERT D,

EOWANZITEEIZIR Y A< X H IS, AREF, —FHLOT D&k, B,
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=SSN EMTHL END A, HDHWIE, 4 ABEESY 77

ICHLIAENTWS] ( “ piled into a taxi 7 ) (46) R EDEHICTL
S>TIEHESNL THA 9,

Vanv=oERE, N—, X7 — L ZOERTOERICHBEBOREIT. B
R, PE, FEREETH D, Z2TIDBICHL ) —DOBMEMTMZS 2 &
BWHRRNWEA I ), Yanr=LTA vy MARBOF TSI BHES
ZTCHIEZWEERSY, TAE Y MIYanr=LoEomMngnodt, kol

J) TR RO,

T smiled and I really felt at that moment that Judas and
the Saviour had met in me. ‘ Don’t be frightened. Don’t
Worry.

And I also felt, standing so close to him, feeling such a

passiontokeephimfromterror, that adecision— onceagain!

(106)
FNIEL, T OB BE S OF T, X M ENEE L7-0 &2 FEK LT,
MR A2 L. DEIZWS W] o+ SHIFITTE D, BT 2R 5

SFHRTNITR BN EWV O BUVERZR L Tz, £ L TEDOREN
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ZITTAE Y RBRELE TV OEFRERLHRBIE TR, Yanv =25
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WHRR, REEWVWIEEFESTHEL TNWHZ LIZXL > TZOFEFTHADLD
<59,

FIN—DOHTEH, TAE Y MIBPTE LD REBEERBRL 10D, Yany
=T AE Yy MIVY v 7 IR L TEWIBERZHLAEY, YanNr=0RE
FTEETONETHD LI EDRES EZR - THAE R Z L3R (7
no one in my life had ever looked at me directly before ” ) (39)
EWO IO REREZRSEDL LI BRBRTHL, T LTV v v 7 LITXAR
B LW TR, &P a NV =IlH3 AT LICE T, 748y MK
ICZEOEHZLTWDIDTHD, TAEY NIV Y v I b 177 04&
ZEDVTBY, BLLZ2VWEEEVEY, Yanr=2E#T 1P, 7
Ay NIZDEZRETLOTHD, TCOROLOREEZT ALy I T2
DHEFWIIMOFEDAHT ] (“ thisstrangetighteninginmychest”) (39)
ERLTND, ZOREN, IRLTEOOLREELIIFE ARV &1 AL
ThhHI,

B —=ORTEEI THAY, TAEY MIF I —DHR TV a =2
FEEOND, TLTHITZFEZEY LWV ObLNGRN, ) Ko7k
W L7z X0 RREICKa D, Whld, BRLZZGHE LR TNLDOTH D,
FENaZETLORSVEZL T, BONLEFELGIEEET VD L5278 %
T5LREFIC, DOERTY a Ny =~DBOEAZLTNDIDOTHD, Van
YEEFFEWEILLTWD LD =5, RO XD ALz LITF,
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But I could not be certain, really, that it might not be
I who was making a mistake, blindly misreading everything
—and out of necessities, then, too shameful to be uttered.

(48)

UL, RYD L ZABGIZITbERhoT-, BEWZINL TWDDIX
B3 72D TIXRWDy, BENLT X TET 200D TN L TWAD TR
W, WTHIZHE L, DEVICHLRTREIFLO T, DIZIEHEE -7,

FAEY NIV a N =LDOBLBIZOVWTEEELGEDHEM TELATNS

DTHDH, R—IIV KU L AL NIE, BEOERIZIKROL I LD THD,

I use the word “ love ” here not merely in the personal
sense but as a state of being, or a state of grace—not in
the infantile American sense of being made happy but in the

tough and universal sense of quest and daring and growth.10

RAZZTHED [F] LV IFBRBIEAOBEKREWZT TR, FE
DIRRE, FEOREL L TOETHDL, EELRLVWNEWS | HFERT 2
UIHEEZEZE > TWHDOTIERLS, WML L TERENREREBR L
FREDERICBNWTES> TNLDOTH D,
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ZOREOREIZET R LWV, EW0omb D TR, BED RIZKRY -
T2, ZL T2 LREFO@EEORIUCH R END Ko, [EEH)
( “ universal” ) (341) b D TH D, EHOZEMIL, #E, FEHE

IA A=V NRENTHEM, FFFICE I ETHALEZL ) RBEEOEDY
Lo TWEDTH D,

4. FEHELECEY4L

A1 TIIEOEMERRIT 2T Ay MZEEL, 2WTIETA By M
HBLET D57 AU NG, SETIIEMPOZERR, K, HFHEOLTH
HEERICEEDEDH THLIFELZHALMNILE, ZOETIE, 748y bD
Z 9 LIATENS T 24, BX G EZHLNILIEWEE S,

TAEY MEIvanr=LoBfROF T, FIZKRELZ vy I LTEHE
HRRBEZRT, RITECHETLIE T, 27V BRZEBND

‘ Besides, it is a crime—in my country, and, after all,

I didn’t grow up here, I grew up there. ‘(78)

FHIZZ ) LB AL, EOETIEh, #BREEIX. Z->obTE -
AU, M9 TEoTZARZRAT,

TAEY MZEoTHRERZ V¥ LT, LRTHY HoTUIRLRNED
Tho, Vanr=llLoTUTBIORMES ZIESNDIT A E Y FTHDN,
BITED LTHHREEZ Uy /b &V O JLFRICKH L TRER ATV 6N
B, Thwz, TAE Y NIV anr=0mB2HL > ¢+250TH5, H
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FIL ThEMETLIETHD, P TOZERITIFEEZ v DB LR-o
TWDN, TNEBET D2FIXVNICHES> T DT, LLTFO XL 9 KRB
RCEND,

Our suitcases teeteredon topof something, sothat we dreaded

ever having to open them. . . (83)

“ANDAR=2 =R D EIZfETr o L BE LTV, FORER,
FNEBT 2T 7 5 0VERZIE, O EDELE LTI W 2o
7=,

A= — RN EBRDE I S LWIREEICH D, ZHiEb xH Evan
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2RO TWDE, 29 LI ENbHRITL2ENTE S, FITXL S &3l
HBHLTCLEWVWZEI R, ZORA=Y =20 L oHIc, S ShEMEELR L
T, ZANOBELRDY, BTT56OTHL, 2FE0D, YPa N =0D3fE N
DB ELFRLRDLDTHD,

Flo. TAEY MRV anv =B VI WEHE S T 58, Y a iy
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25



HDH, EVIEBZFHFTVanNr=ETAE Yy hOEFEOHFIZHTL 5, RNtz
ROTTAEY M LT, Panv =3k X IHINRELESWIED 5,

The world is full of rooms—big rooms, little rooms, round

rooms, square ones, rooms high up, rooms low down—all kinds

of rooms! (112)
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ST ONDEELR LI, TAEY NIBAZBRT AV IANTHD, EWHEET,
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ZOBCEXLOEIZIX, FEOZERASTREINTVWDLIOE, HEETAE
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L ThDH, Vannv=mmkkolmTAE Yy ME, EORNINL, RO X H
DEZEHRD

Imoveat last fromthemirror andbegintocover that nakedness
which must hold sacred, though it be never so vile, which
must be soured perpetually with the salt of my life. I must
believe, that the heavy grace of God, which has brought me

to this place, is all that can carry me out of it. (159)

FAUIDOWIZENDHILHED . KEBWIRD D, 2L 2 ZOENEARITE
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Eipelay 7 eZ T THEHT, ELT, 748y MIUTO XY BREVIRE
THDTH D,

‘ Hella. Hella. One day, when vyou’re happy, try to

forgive me ’ (155)
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ITTA ey M, BRPMMAEZREZLLEREROVARMTHD LBO T
HMDEIICR AL, LML, 2ZTTAEy ML, BeEELWNIFY X |
DEEERZRBFIZBNTNDIDTH D, ~TIXEHZ LN TERICRD LV H1E
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LY aNUZbDORERETI XY NVDOBEN, BEETHTFELXRRAIIRLT
W5, TAEY RRY a N =DRHEHM LY 2 FREZITI - I2@ERTd 2
PAAICEY TH A D,

. I take the blue envelope which Jacques has sent me
and tear it slowly into many pieces, which watching them
dance in the wind, watching the wind carry them away. Yet
as I turn and begin walking toward the waiting people, the

wind blows some of them back on me. (159)
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Mountain, 1953). [H 9 —>®DEJ] (Another Country,1962), £ LT
TR Vany=0fEl bRAVEEREF—7 L LTEATND

M=V R ¢ COERBEICEW CREDBE S SN OBEBIZHO>VWTE, ET
WARTZAERBREIIMZ, SIWEORBRPEELRIFLTNWDL LI THD, A—
IWRY 431 AOR, R TUAZ—ZRZNTO, ZLTHORAD
FHNRZ S INTLOIT, ODEVWBETERIND, LWIHIRBREFFO, i
ZOENOBEETNANERHEOR BT FRICEWTCHFEET HDEH -
THEY, BRIT AV IBRFHEBICH LT, BEOFEZETL0THL, !

ZOER [Yanr=0fRE] X, FAXTAEY M 74T EDONT,
ZLTBANDY a RN =bWnW) ZANED S HBERFFEL 2> TWDD, FERR
W7 Ay MIBEOLOBIRIZEY | BIROEZSDEL LD, TORERER

30



ELTETONLON, BHEHERKRET LT AV INMEBROTHL, 71
By MIFZICL BRI EZITV., EREFICANLIESEZELLTLE D,
T AV DHHREZICEB L, ENEBRTENRPSTON, RRTH L, 7
Ay NRET L7 AV DHMREZ, ZOHE. T AV DHREB L V-
TRERWE BN 272y, ENIAFKREOREEZ 558240, v
BOIY, EAAEZRE~NEENTLEIOTHD, ZORICENT, [
B2 THOF L] OFEANRY 3 » (John) EIFERIOEBICENNLDLDITTH
Do

IHNETOFHANS, ZOELNBEICHER Y Uy VEEA R -7 DTl
RN EWIOIEPBHLNIIRSTIEFT TH DL, T THDLNLTVWDHDIE, T A
U A EEEBIZ SV T TH D, ML W HEBICEIF S, BaxKkoTL
EFO9TAEy MEEL T, ZOMMBEBICEER %2 BT 2T I fEmIZ/e> T b D
Thd, NHHIREOEERDITTORED, 22T T E2RoTLEST
Wh, TAVANZESTHRE 22— Z =X L0 RH, Thdxb
RMART-TEENIC S TLEVR LR ZOFEHRIIXH LT, BEELIBL LT
WHDTHDH, LT, AMOFTHRRTL T, ZOERIEL, Ea—U =
ALEREE T D7 AV DHMREBICK L TR OEM b EE /20T 2 U Al
(LT, EEOELRSTWNDLDOTH D,

A=V R 40, TAV BB TAREEZ V%L THY, LHABEANT
b5, EWVWIRRIRNSIBIHE EBWARTH L, Thwzx, 7o rudr Yy
VRT BT AL N, WASP WR DN o BEOMEZH #7235 EIC
R LI=Db Ly, RIC TV a v =0R] 2HA A58t 7 v v /b
ML LTHALE LTS, ZOERIFREERSZ Oy LD NEPHESL DD
bOBIE, BREZERITIAERTHY | HESWEENER T2 /Em L 5> TH
B2WES S, TR THOFE] . [Tbo—20E] Ll~s e, [Vs

31



No=DFHE] IZEROBEBEMENO LD L, —ETICRONDIFENRLNL DT
b, LML, ZZTHLNZLIERDOT —~ 2B REICAND e biX, [V
a N =OFBR] ITEMEICL L LRVERE b - TLD7EA D, e, T2
IFRE Do, A=V Ry DTy A NELTOFEE, £ L TN
FL L TCOHOFFIRRIL, BOHSND2HDTHY, SHROMEDH T
BRERERV S DHTHHS I,

32



Leslie A. Fiedler, “ A Homosexual Dilemma ~ in Critical
Essays on James Baldwin, ed. Fred L. Standley and Nancy

V. Burt, Massachusetts: G.K. Hall andCo. , 1988, pp.148-49.

BE. ZOENSOIANH LR, BFEIIRTHEFLT D,

Fiedler, p.149.

James Baldwin, “ The Male Prison, ~ Collected Essays by

James Baldwin, ed. Literary Classics of the United States,

New York: The Library of America, 1988, p. 232.LLF. [A]

FN O OFI LT RN TEIDRT,

Baldwin, “ Preservation of Innocence =~ in Collected

Essays, p. 596.

Baldwin,  Preservation of Innocence ~ in Collected

Essays, p.596.

David Leeming, James Baldwin, New York: Alfred A Knopf,

1994, p.127. FENLOHBEOS| A LEIITT,

James Baldwin, Giovanni’s Room, London: Penguin Books,

33



10.

11.

1990, p.9. UTF [TYanr=0ER] »oo3|HIZREICL D,

»

Baldwin, ¢ Freaks and American Ideal of Manhood in

Collected Essays, pp.81l5-6.

Baldwin, “ Down at the Cross’ in CollectedEssays, p.341.

Baldwin, “ Down at the Cross’ in CollectedEssays, p.341.

Leeming, p.25.

34



5IFER S

Baldwin, James. Collected Essays, FEd. Literary Classics of
the United States. New York: The Library of

America, 1998.

— — —. Giovannni’s Room, London: Penguin Books, 1990.

Leeming, David. James Baldwin: A Biography, New York: Alfred

A. Knlopf, 1994.

Fiedler, Leslie A. . “ A Homosexual Dilemma ~ 1in Collected
Essays on James Baldwin. Ed. Fred L. Standly
and Nancy V. Burt. Massachusettes: G. K.

Hall and Co. , 1988.

35



